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6.1.1 Macclesfield 1261 Festival Community Funding Report 

Introduction 

The 1261 Festival is a key cultural event in Macclesfield, celebrating the town’s 
creativity and communities. To enhance community involvement and enrich the 
festival experience, we propose a Community Funding Stream that will enable 
local individuals, businesses, and groups to apply for financial support to contribute 
unique and engaging activities. 

Funding Proposal 

The funding scheme was open for applicants to apply for up to £250 to support 
creative projects that will form part of the 1261 Festival programme. 

Objectives 

The funding aims to: 

• Encourage local participation in the festival. 
• Support the development of creative and cultural activities. 
• Enhance the festival’s appeal with diverse, community-led events. 
• Strengthen connections between businesses, artists, and residents. 

Eligible Activities 

Funding can be used to: 

• Host live music performances in bars, cafés, or public spaces. 
• Create costumes, props, or stage designs for performances. 
• Organise live art displays or installations in shops and other venues. 
• Support any other innovative and engaging activity that contributes to the 

festival atmosphere. 

Application Process 

1. Download the application form from the festival website or request a copy 
via email. 

2. Complete the form with details of the proposed activity and funding needs. 
3. Submit the application for review. We suggest this is done by the Events 

Officer, Town and Assistant Town Clerk so there is a quick turnaround. 
4. Receive a response within one week. 
5. Approved applicants will be included in the official 1261 Festival 

programme. 
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Budget Consideration 

We have allocated an initial budget of £3000 and propose to increase this by £2000 
to £5000 up to as demand has been high.  

Expected Impact 

• Increased engagement and participation in the festival. 
• Enhanced cultural offering and economic benefits for local businesses. 
• Greater visibility and promotion for local artists and performers. 
• Strengthening of community ties and celebration of Macclesfield’s creative 

talent. 

Proposal: 

To approve and allocate any extra budget. 
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